
Competitive Analysis

This document contains accumulated  information regarding data science
programs from top research institutions from around the country.  The 
universities studied include UC Berkeley,  Carnegie Mellon,  Harvard,  MIT, 
Stanford, and Yale.  For each college, there is detailed information about
the school’s funding, faculty diversity, course structure, and research as it
pertains specifically to  each institution’s data science environments.
After carefully studying each school’s involvement in data science, they 
were given a score out of ten for each of the five following categories: 

Interdisciplinary Faculty:  How diverse were there faculty in data science
                  programs?
CS/Stats Departments:  How well do these schools rank individually in
           terms of statistics and computer science.
Industry Partners/Funding:  Do these school attract funding for their 
                   initiatives?
Community:  Are there student organizations and events on campus
            creating a community for data enthusiasts?
Education:  Does this school o�er multiple degree paths for students to 
          benefit from?

After evaluating institutions on these five categories,  the college was 
given a total score out of  100 as an indication of how well each school 
fares in data science education in relation with the others. 

A look at top-ranked institutions’ data science programs
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Conclusion
After studying the data science institutions at the di�erent universities, 
it’s important to notice that each school incorporates a unique 
dimension of data science into their respective programs: 

UC Berkeley interweaves aspects of social sciences into their program
through the form of course projects in core data science classes and 
much of the research they engage in.  

Stanford University places a strong emphasis on medicine and health 
through their research projects, and this speaks to the university’s 
top-ranked medical program on campus. 

MIT’s data science programs o�ers a business perspective and is 
well-suited for students who have a strong interest in the intersection
between business and data science.
 
As Carnegie Mellon o�ers a specific degree in machine learning, its
program is most suited for those seeking to specialize in that area of 
data science.

Although it is relevant to note the distinctions between data science 
o�erings, we found that each school o�ers a unique approach to data 
science based on the culture of their institution. The scores only provide
a partial picture of how well established the programs are -- each of them
has something distinct to o�er in data science. We look forward to 
seeing their progress in the years to come!
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